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The Task Force Releases Issue Brief on Improving Quality 

Measurement in Maternal Health  

WASHINGTON (April 25, 2023) – Today, the Maternal Health Hub (the Hub), run by the 

Health Care Transformation Task Force and funded by The Commonwealth Fund, 

released “Evolving the Maternal Health Quality Measurement Enterprise to Support the 

Community-Based Maternity Model.” The issue brief examines the historical emphasis 

on clinical quality measurement in maternity care and highlights the need to develop 

and implement measures that center the patient’s voice and needs.  

The brief highlights two efforts- one led by the University of British Columbia 

Birth Place Lab, and the other a collaboration between the National Birth Equity 

Collaborative (NBEC) and the National Committee for Quality Assurance (NCQA) – that 

have recognized the need for improved maternal quality measures and are actively 

working to address current gaps. 

 “The need for quality measures that focus on and measure the patient’s birthing 

experience is more important now than ever, as the nation’s maternal health crisis 

continues to affect Black women across the country,” said Tanya Alteras, Senior Director, 

Health Care Transformation Task Force and Project Director of the Maternal Health Hub. 

“It is exciting to see the work being done by the Birth Place Lab and NBEC and NCQA to 

change the measurement landscape.”  

 

Since 2020, the Task Force’s Maternal Health Hub, with the support of the 

Commonwealth Fund, has met its mission to share learnings on effective value-based 

payment strategies for maternity care that center health equity and address the need for 

anti-racist health system transformation.  

“The Maternal Health Hub brings together a wide range of stakeholders 

necessary to advance practical solutions to help solve the maternal health crisis, with a 

focus on those most disproportionately impacted,” said Laurie Zephyrin, Senior Vice 
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President for Advancing Health Equity, the Commonwealth Fund. “This project, together 

with the Commonwealth Fund’s portfolio of health equity work, is moving the field 

forward in its understanding of how maternity care needs to be transformed.”  

In addition to today’s release, the Hub has released other issue briefs over the past year 

that reflect the priorities and discussions of the Hub’s monthly Learning Community 

meetings:   

• Lessons Learned from a Multi-Stakeholder on Medicaid Maternity Strategies  

describes the key challenges in today’s maternal care delivery environment such 

as lack of access to high quality, respectful prenatal care and comprehensive 

post-partum care; lack of prioritization of health equity in the maternity space; 

and inconsistent funding/support for community-based providers and care 

settings, before sharing recommendations for ways Medicaid can be leveraged to 

address these challenges.   

• Using Managed Care Organization Contracts as a Lever to Address Health Equity 

in Maternity Care highlights the innovative ways states are using the Medicaid 

Managed Care contracting process to address health equity overall, and 

specifically to improve equity and close gaps in outcomes for maternity care.      

  

For more information, please visit https://maternalhealthhub.org/ and https://hcttf.org.  

ABOUT HEALTH CARE TRANSFORMATION TASK FORCE 

Health Care Transformation Task Force is a unique collaboration of patients, payers, 

providers and purchasers working to lead a sweeping transformation of the health care 

system. By transitioning to value-based models that support the Triple Aim of better 

health, better care and lower costs, the Task Force is committed to accelerating the 

transformation to value in health care. To learn more, visit WWW.HCTTF.ORG. 

TASK FORCE MEMBERS 

Aetna • agilon health • Aledade •  American Academy of Family Physicians • American 

Heart Association • ApolloMed • Atrius Health • Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts 

• Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan • Blue Cross Blue Shield of North Carolina • Blue 

Shield of California • Cambia Health Solutions • Clarify Health • Cleveland Clinic • 

Community Catalyst • Connections Health Solutions • Curana Health • Elevance Health • 

Evolent Health • Families USA • Heritage Provider Network • Honest Medical Group • 

Innovaccer •  Kaiser Permanente • Mark McClellan • MedStar Health • Mental Health 

America • National Partnership for Women & Families • National Patient Advocacy 

Foundation • OPN Healthcare • Policy Center for Maternal Mental Health • Premier • 
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PSW • Sentara Healthcare • Signify Health • Sun River Health • Trinity Health • 

Washington State Health Care Authority  • UAW Retiree Medical Benefits Trust  
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